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Words Not to Use 


Long-overdue discussion of 
immodesty draws large crowd to 
REC Centre 


JASON DUERMEYER 
Senior Staff Writer 


there have 


several 


Ithough 

been occa- 
sions over the past few years 
on which Redeemer students 
have raised the problem of 
girls dressing immodestly, 
the informal gathering of 
close to 100 students in the 
REC Centre on Thursday, 
September 29 was undoubt- 
edly one of the most pro- 
found the 
ever-present concern. 


responses to 


Prompted by a critical yet 
honest article that a group of 
second-year males had writ- 
ten for the first issue of The 
Crown, the occasion present- 
ed a rare public opportuni- 
ty for guys and girls to ask 
questions of one another re- 
lated to appropriate dress, 


interpersonal relations, and 
sexual immorality. 

Many of the students at 
the gathering were clearly 
nervous about discussing 
such sensitive issues. Some 
girls fiddled with their hair; 
a couple of the guys who 
had written the article shift- 
ed uneasily in their seats as 
they answered pointed ques- 
tions from the group. A large 
number of first and second- 
year students simply looked 
on intently as the discussion 
evolved. 

The group was predomi- 
nantly comprised of girls; 
only a modest number of 
about 12 male students ar- 
rived, many of them hesitant 
to answer the blunt ques- 
tions that the moderator, Joy 
Johnson, occasionally direct- 
ed to them. But a couple of 
the men were respectfully 
outspoken, clearly articulat- 
ing their battles with lust and 
other sexual perversions. 

On the two instances when 
dialogue became mildly inap- 
propriate, Johnson knocked 
on a bell and quickly moved 


the discussion forward ei- 
ther by asking the crowd 
demanding questions or 
by forcefully motioning 
someone to speak. 

The ad hoc meeting 
featured an uncalculated 
concoction of analyses of 
the various contours of 
the problem. Some stu- 
dents—surprisingly calm 
and forceful—relayed per- 
sonal instances of their 
own problems relating to 
the opposite sex, both at 
Redeemer and in secular 
society. 

The roots of the prob- 
lem of lust that were dis- 
cussed were varied. Some 
referred to the negative 
influence of the media in 
a “sex-saturated culture”; 
others blamed some men’s 
lack of focus on—and trust 
in—God. 

Some girls pointed an 
accusatory finger not only 
at unwelcome parental pres- 
sure to find a marriage part- 
ner, but also at the nature of 
the Redeemer environment. 
There seemed to be unani- 
mous agreement amon 
the girls that females som 
times resort to dressing im- 
modestly because Redeemer 
is one of the best places to 


find a “knight in shining ar= 
mour” —a belief that incites” 


competition among girls due 
9 the infamous female-to- 
male ratio of 3:1. 
ight-hearted laughter 
| godly sarcasm occasion- 
ally relieved the mounting 
imf@nsity of the conversa- 
tig. “We can’t expect girls 
wf walk around in parkas. 


‘One, it’s not practical...and 


twa, Someone will find a way 


‘to make it look good,” joked 


John Reinink, one of the writ- 
ers of the Crown article. 


Varsity Men’s Soccer Shows Improvement Early in Season 
Team erases memory of first loss with a dominating performance 


CHRIS HOWLETT 
Staff Writer 


he Royals men’s soc- 


cer team has com- 
pleted their building year, 
and with some raw rook- 


ie talent, the men have high 
hopes to gain a playoff spot. 
With the new talent the men’s 
team has received this year, 
the empty spots left by for- 
mer have been 
filled already well-es- 
tablished defensive line, two 
athletic goaltenders, a vari- 
ety of strong strikers, and a 
midfield filled with strong 
and aggressive players, in- 


teammates 
An 


cluding team captain and 
MVP Jon Prins, has left our 
school with the strongest team 
we've seen in a long time. 
The team opened their sea- 
son with a game against 
the Falcons on 
September 20, in London. 
There was an intense feel- 
ing among the men as they 
warmed up. All were excit- 


Fanshawe 


ed to go and had brought a 
full load of intensity onto the 
field. 

As the game started, how- 
ever, the positive energy 
turned into some nervous- 
ness, and although the team 
played hard, they made some 
mistakes they would not nor- 


all et bal 


Athletic Director Dave Mantel sternly coaches his soccer team at a recent game. 


mally make. Fanshawe scored 
a goal at the end of each half, 
capitalizing on the only mis- 
judged free balls in the defen- 
sive line of the Royals. 

The Royals pulled out with 
a losing score of 2-0. The men 
knew they'd played hard, and 
although they were filled with 
disappointment and a little 
regret, they turned that atti- 
tude around and worked hard 
over the next few practices 
and took it out on Cambrian 
on September 24.The Royals 
fans were not to be disap- 
pointed at this home game. 
From the very start of the 
game, the Royals played a 
classy game of soccer, They 
gave no 
mercy 
to the 
Cambrian 
Golden 
Shield of- 
fence. It 
seemed 
when- 
ever a 
Cambrian 
player got 
the ball, 
| there was 
ja Royal 
S| right on 
their back 
to take 
it away. 
sTheir 
passing 
was great 
and_ they 
stuck to 
the game 


LOUIZANDRE DAUPHIN 
p lg@in, 


which resulted in a goal from 
Jon Prins ona beautifully taken 
free kick from 25 yards out. 
During the last ten minutes of 
the first half, the Royals began 
to slip off a little bit, but they 
continued to hold their own. 
At half time, Coach Dave 
Mantel refocused the team 
and spoke words of encour- 
agement to keep their ener- 
gy alive. The men came out 
into the second half just as 
strong as in the first. Jon van 
der Heiden received a per- 
fectly crossed ball to the cor- 
ner of the Cambrian end of 
the field, where a defender 
was forced to push him to pre- 
vent a goal, which resulted in 
a penalty kick. Prins made no 
mistake and the game was 2-0. 
This sparked a fire in 
Cambrian as they continued 
the game by rushing the ball 
back to half. They attacked 
the Royals’ end of the field 
relentlessly and came out 
with a goal; however, that 
would be all that Redeemer’s 
defensive line would allow 
them to have, ending the 
game at a score of 2-1, 
The confidence level of the 
men’s team is through the 
roof right now and the dedi- 
cation to intense play seems 
unreal, The Royals season 
has only just begun and the 
team is hungry for more wins, 
but they need the support of 
Redeemer’s campus. Head to 
the newly revamped athletics 
website for the full schedule at 
http://www.redeemer.on.ca/ 
athletics. 


well-attended discussion held in the REC centre, student Jesse Smith responds to one of 
lany questions that girls fowarded about the recently written Crown article on immodesty. 


Other solutions to sex- 
ual immorality were more 
realistic. “We need a new 
set of glasses...to be able to 
see [girls] in Christ,” sum- 
marized one male. Another 
male implored his brothers 
to keep checking their eyes 
and thoughts, and a female 


thoughtfully remarked that 


guys should start taking se- 
riously their role as spiritual 
leaders. 

One of the most helpful 


ULIE KIKKER 


suggestions of the night came 
from a girl who noted that, 
while guys struggle primar- 
ily with sexual drive, women 
struggle mostly with body 
image. Others voiced their 
agreement and thought that 
men could help their coun- 


terparts by complimenting 
them on their ou —* 


tions and personality, which 
might alleviate women’s feel- 
ing the need to “show skin” 
in order to be noticed. 


Expanding Your 
Cinematic Horizons 


Rush to rent 
Run Lola Run 


PIETER HARSEVOORT 
Junior Staff Writer 


f you were to ask some- 

one, “What are the great- 
est books ever written?” you 
likely wouldn’t take the an- 
swer too seriously if it consist- 
ed only of works published 
by Americans in the last 100 
years. Such a list would be 
short-sighted, biased towards 
a certain time and place, and 
too limited in scope to be ac- 
curate. And yet, though this 
myopia is unacceptable in 
terms of literature, it may be 
closer to the norm when it 
comes to the world of film. 

Despite the fact that film- 
making goes back 100 years 
now and takes place all over 
the world, it seems that the 
sole focus of the average North 
American moviegoer is on the 
productions of Hollywood in 
the past 20 years. Before us is 
a cinematic feast set with deli- 
cacies from around the world, 
some of them aged for de- 
cades like a sumptuous wine; 
limiting oneself to the pro- 
ductions of North America in 
the past decade or two is like 
turning down a feast for a Big 
Mac combo. 

Furthermore, the average 
contemporary Hollywood 
blockbuster is not character- 
ized by its quality in terms 


of being innovative, thought- 
provoking, or important. It is 
mildly entertaining but for- 
gettable fluff. So, if you're 
sick of lukewarm Hollywood 
fare which seems to rehash 
the same ingredients in every 
other plot, if you've had 
enough of seeing the same 
movie under eight different 
titles, if you're looking for 
something a little bit differ- 
ent, for something innovative, 
for a film you can ponder for 
days afterwards rather than 
one that is forgotten as soon 
as the credits appear, you 
may very well be reading in 
the right place. 

The purpose of this article, 
which I hope will be the first 
in a series, is to recommend 
quality movies that you have 
probably not seen and per- 
haps not even heard of, mov- 
ies that will entertain you but 
also engage you intellectual- 
ly, emotionally, spiritually, Be 
prepared to expand your cin- 
ematic horizons and to reap 
the rewards! 

Which brings me, at long 
last, to the main course of this 
article: Run Lola Run (1999). 
This German film, directed by 
Tom Tykwer, began as a sin- 
gle image. Tykwer writes: “I 
always start with the image. I 
get an image in my head and I 
start wanting to get it moving, 
to build a story around it and 
then make a film out of it. In 
Run Lola Run it was a woman 
running.” 

Around this central image, 
Tykwer builds the story of 

SEE “LOLA,” PAGE 4 
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CAMPUS AND AREA NEWS 


Truth or Fiction?) worship that 


Despite his use of confusing academic jargon, 
lecturer leaves door ajar to nature of truth 


hat exactly is truth, 
and why is_ it 
important? About 35 people 
from the Redeemer commu- 
nity—mostly faculty, along 
with several students—gath- 


own minds, and they neglect 
any sort of contextualization. 

The second point 
Heidegger makes is what is 
known as “discoveredness.” 
This idea builds on assertions 


ered in the boardroom this because we take our assertion 
past Thursday, September 29 JAKE BELDER and—based on what we ob- 
to grapple with this very ques- Senior Staff Writer serve around us—prove its 


tion. 

Dr. Lambert Zuidervaart, who lectured at 
the faculty colloquium, is professor of phi- 
losophy at the Institute for Christian Studies 
in Toronto and the author of three books. His 
most recent work, Artistic Truth, provided some 
of the background for his lecture, “Truth and 
Interpretation: Science, Religion, and Culture.” 

The event included about 50 minutes of lec- 
turing, followed by a half-hour of discussion 
and questions. There were mixed responses to 
Zuidervaart’s presentation. Most of the audi- 
ence found his terminology to be somewhat dif- 
ferent from that used at Redeemer, and it was 
not until the end of the lecture that questions 
were forwarded to provide the greatly needed 
clarity that the audience required of him. 

Zuidervaart used Martin Heidegger's 
musings to formulate a conception of truth. 
Heidegger was a German philosopher who has 
been deemed the most original twentieth-centu- 
ry philosopher. Known for his development of 
what is called “existential phenomenology,” he 
has been much more influential outside of con- 
tinental Europe recently. 

Zuidervaart used the work of Heidegger rath- 
er than that of Joseph Rouse because, according 
to Zuidervaart, the latter had a “deflationary ap- 
proach to truth” and had a “pragmatic interpre- 
tation of Heidegger.” 

Rouse is professor of philosophy at Wesleyan 

University, and his book Knowledge and Power 
provides some of the ideas that Zuidervaart 
briefly mentioned and countered. 
‘ecture F - emphasiz- 
ing the impc tance of truth for h.storical, con- 
ceptual, and societal reasons. Truth, he stated, 
sets the stage for debate not only between differ- 
ent disciplines, but also between camps such as 
relativists and non-relativists. Truth is also im- 
portant for society because society as a whole 
still expects truth from its members, and people 
still determine the value and worth of other hu- 
mans partly based on their adherence to truth. 

Using a very advanced and extensive vocab- 
ulary, Zuidervaart then presented Heidegger’s 
hermeneutical conception of truth. Many phi- 
losophers view truth as purely scientific, found 
in the relationship between propositions and 
facts. 

However, this is only one aspect of truth. 
Heidegger’s formulation analyzes truth from 
three angles. The first is what Zuidervaart calls 
“assertoric interpretation.” Making assertions 
is something that everyone does, but our asser- 
tions tend to take on way too much value in our 


Zuider\ ran the 


truthfulness. 

Finally, “disclosedness” is, firstly, how we 
take the relationship between assertion and 
object that we have discovered, and secondly, 
how we allow the openness and future-orienta- 
tion of human existence to further help us ob- 
tain truth. 

After Zuidervaart set out this foundation 
based on his reading of Heidegger’s work, he 
began to formulate a relationship between truth 
and science. 

Truth begins with humanity's operating with- 
in society — whether or not humans are faithful 
to societal principles such as justice, and wheth- 
er or not they give of themselves for the sake 
of societal disclosure so that all creatures can 
flourish. By engaging in assertoric activity, hu- 
mans support other modes of truth and can test 
the reach of certain principles such as justice. 
There is a huge difference between doing jus- 
tice for the sake of others, rather than for selfish 
reasons; assertoric activity cannot be pursued 
while ignoring a principle like justice. 

Science is a very significant arena for pursu- 
ing the validity of propositions. Modernity has 
taught that truth is only found in what science 
and empirical reason can prove. Given its im- 
portance, science provides a perfect environ- 
ment in which to probe, debate, and legitimatize 
many things. 

Discourse is natural within the realm of sci- 
ence, because assertions are made with the in- 
tent that they will be disputed. Science is given 
a crucial role in determining truth for society. 
S ‘ontists should strive for accuracy and correct- 
ness in their findings, Zuidervaart says, in order 
to serve human fidelity and societal disclosurg. 

Zuidervaart also highlighted that scientiti¢ 
discourse takes away the universalizing that 
our assertions tend to encroach on our truth- 
determining efforts. We need to engage in dis- 
cussions about truth while fully aware of our 
context. 

The lecture ended with Zuidervaart’s identi- 
fying the relationship between science, religion, 
and culture. If truth is to be pursued in the man- 
ner that Zuidervaart outlines, then the historical 
divide that separates science from religion and 
culture can be just as strong as that which ties 
them together. Science is actually hermeneuti- 
cal, and so is scientific truth. 

By rooting science in religion and culture, 
Zuidervaart says, interpretation keeps sci- 
ence connected with the ongoing dynamic of 
truth. And truth is not merely something to be 
claimed; truth is to be lived. 


Crosses the 
Ages 


Heaven and earth come 
together at 
Church-in-the-Box 


HEATHER ALBLAS 
Staff Writer 


When we worship, do we worship in awe? 
Do we make note that praises are being sung 
from all corners of the universe at all times and 
that we are just small part of the symphony at 
hand? 

Redeemer’s first Church-in-the-Box of the 
year set the stage for what engaging in the act 
of worship is all about. 

Dr. Jim Payton spoke on Hebrews12:18-24. 
In this passage, the mountain of God is de- 
picted, the Holy Jerusalem. All the beings of 
the universe, both heavenly and earthly, have 
come to bow at His feet in worship: the grand- 
ness of the act of worship is displayed. A com- 
parison is made in these verses between the old 
and new covenants. Dr. Payton spoke of the 
sacraments and the role of the priest in the Old 
Testament and of how Jesus has now supersed- 


ed these Old Testament rituals: “God has given 
them [us] so much more that they [we] dare not 
turn back on Christ —but be faithful.” 

Dr. Payton spoke of the broad array of wor- 
shippers whom we join when we begin to wor 
ship. It is easy to think that we, those in the 
vicinity of the auditorium, were the only ones 
bringing praises to God at that time. Yet this 
wasn't so, 

“When we worship, we are no longer here, 
but there,” says Payton. We worship with the 
angels, the cherubim, the seraphim, and with 
all those who have gone before us: “It is the en- 
tire body of the redeemed.” 

As the joyful melody of “My Redeemer 
Lives” and the beautiful lyrics of “How Great 
Thou Art” were lifted up in the auditorium, 
one could catch a glimpse of this universal 
symphony of praise that is being orchestrat- 
ed to God every minute of everyday. We were 
merely engaging in this worship—’a slice” — 
of the magnificent eternal worship that is being 
offered to God throughout all the ages. 

The Church-in-the-Box praise team has 
changed its face slightly from last year. Several 
new praise team members are sharing their 
musical gifts: Mark McDermott on percussion, 
Jason Dykstra on bass, and Nathan Heemskerk 
on electric guitar. Lead vocalists Becky McGee, 
Candice Turner, and James Bloemendal have 
returned, as has Anthony James on drums and 
Heather Boogaard on piano. As a result, the 
new mix of musicians and instruments pro- 
duces a deeper, stronger sound. 

As songs were directed heavenward, prayers 
were also said, and donations were given 
for the crisis at hand as a result of Hurricane 
Katrina and Hurrican Rita. 


First-Year Senators Eager to Serve 


Enthusiasm evident in 
three elected 


JORDAN DELLEMAN 
Special to The Crown 


The scramble for popularity and the nights 
spent in wonder culminated in a flurry of hugs, 
scre ms, jumps, and plain sighs of relief. The 
elections are over, the votes are in, and I wasn’t 
elected. However, the people who were chosen 
are full of enthusiasm, hope, and ideas to help 
out our school. 

God’s hand was truly with the first-year 
Senators election, and while I saw it as an op- 
portunity to get involved, everyone here should 
see it as a chance, as winner Katrina VandenBerg 
says, “to use” the new Senators. 

Seth Waterman and Sarah Freeman also 
echoed this willingness. They want you to give 
them input, to get to know them, and to use 
them for your own ends. “Being Christian is not 
about being uptight,” Waterman pointed out. 
So get your ideas out, and let us make this year 
amazing for everyone! 

VandenBerg was full of such excitement be- 
tween mouthfuls of no less than three rice cakes 
during a recent interview. She really wants to 
get involved in our university and thanks ev- 
eryone for the opportunity to “make this year 
sweet!” 

With Sam Frisk at the head, VandenBerg is 
sure that this Senate is going to be great, and 
she is very proud to be involved. She excitedly 


described how she is willing to give back to the 
school anyway she can, and she finds everything 
from the activities to the classes just amazing. 

Waterman expressed a similar desire to do 
anything for the school or, as he said, to do “the 
dirty work.” He even said he is willing to be the 
one to look after Frisk and keep him under con- 
trol. 

Waterman is all about the fun and wants to 
get involved with the activities committee, but 
he isn’t sure Frisk is entirely mentally stable 
enough to be the president. He then asked me 
two times if I knew he was joking. Aside from 
Frisk, he really enjoys the Senate, having estab- 
lished connections with most of the current sen- 
ators through “Dutch Bingo.” The voter turnout 
really impressed him and gave him hope that he 
could rally us all together to create the greatest 
year ever! 

Freeman is the third candidate who was cho- 
sen to become a first-year senator. During an- 
other recent interview, she was very calm and 
confident in God’s trust in her. Her calm de- 
meanor hid her enthusiasm for our school, our 
Senate, our teachers, and our spiritual unity. 
She wants to be the “little promoter” for our stu- 
dent body, bringing everyone together. She also 
wants to install escalators for all the 8a.m. class- 
es. (And she is willing to do everything in her 
power to get some escalators for all the students 
who are too tired to see, let alone climb stairs.) 

So these are the first-year people who are 
now leading our school. They are fun, enthusi- 
astic, and full of energy to make the school year 
fun for everyone, from sport enthusiasts to sleep 
enthusiasts! 


“What are your thoughts on 
the modesty commentary?” 


CANDACE TURNER 
3RD YEAR 


66 


I definitely recognize that 
the article was very prayerful- 
ly done. And | really appreci- 
ate their honesty in putting, 
themselves out there. But on 
some level there should have 
been more sensitivity towards 
certain issues, maybe talking 
to some men who are married 
or some girls, to get more into 
the woman's perspective. 


99 


HOPE HOOYER 
1ST YEAR 


ce 


They did a really good job 
and that they gave a new per- 
spective on it. I enjoyed how 
they said to the girls who do 
dress modestly ‘thank you.’ 
And how they said it was 
their own problem and that 
they just wanted girls to help 
them. 


eh) 


MIKE HELDER 
1ST YEAR 


66 


I think that it was a good 
idea to raise awareness of 
that. It is a good thing to 
think about, we should know 
about sexual purity. I person- 
ally think that it isn’t that bad 
here. My high school was way 
worse with that sort of thing. 
When I look around I don't 
see people that are dressed 
that bad. 


99 


JASON LEGG MARK MC DERMOTT REBECCA ELLIOTT 
4TH YEAR 1ST YEAR 1ST YEAR 
6é “é 66 


It was wrong that it was fo- 
cused on the girls. If it’s guys 
writing the article, then it 
should be about guys’ respon- 
sibility to sexual purity, not 
girl’s responsibility for guys’ 
sexual purity. 


”” 


I think that it was a pret- 
ty good article, well written, 
well formulated thought. | 
don’t think it pertains to all 
the girls on campus, maybe 
they could have been more 
selective. 


9° 


I feel that they raised a lot 
of good points but it was re- 
ally one sided. I think it was 
good that it was discussed on 
the discussion night. 
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COMPILED BY 


KEVIN LOBERT 
Special to The Crown 


edeemer offers numer- 

Row clubs in the areas 
of ministry, environment, pol- 
itics, and social matters. And 
the great thing is that anyone 
can join these clubs. 

Many Redeemer students 
would like to get involved in 
events that occur during the 
school year. For many, howev- 
er, the problem is figuring out 
which areas of Redeemer they 
would like to help build upon. 

Some of you may be asking, 
“Okay, | know there are clubs 
around campus, but how do 
I know which club to join?” If 
you would like to learn more 
about the clubs Redeemer has 
to offer, come down to the 
Student Senate Office, and 
we will give you more infor- 
mation or direct you to a club 
leader. The “What's Going On 
Around Campus” pamphlet 
also provides a description of 
every club: what they do and 
how to get involved. 

But you may be saying to 
yourself, “Well, I’ve looked at 
the list of clubs, but nothing 
here jumps out at me as some- 
thing I'd like to join. How do I 
start up a new club?” 

The best way to do this is to 
talk to myself, Kevin Lobert, 
or to speak with Matt Pamplin 
in Student Life. We will dis- 
cuss what your vision for the 
club is, how your club will 
contribute to the school, what 
it stands for, as well as what 
funding procedures will be 
needed to support the club. 

We are always looking for 
more ways to serve the stu- 
dents and the community 
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Redeemer Clubbing 


Student clubs offer a sneak peek into what they’re all about 


through student-run clubs. If 
you have a good club idea, 
don’t be shy about trying to 
get that idea out of your head 
and into action, Here are a few 
student-run clubs that are hap- 
pening right now: 


Church-in-the-Box 


What is your club about? 

Church-in-the-Box is a min- 
istry at Redeemer that leads 
services once per month in the 
auditorium. 

What’s going on this year? 

Our goals for this year are to 
build unity through the school, 
to empower and educate more 
worship leaders, and to help 
serve Redeemer and its sur- 
rounding community. In the 
services, we strive to honour 
God by worshipping Him in 
diverse ways. We create space 
for praise, fellowship, confes- 
sion, and lament. The affirma- 
tion of God's promises to us 
and the preaching of His word 
are also among, these things. 

A core team of six stu- 
dents and two staff members 
meets weekly to plan the ser- 
vices, while many other stu- 
dents participate weekly on 
the prayer team, on the drama 
team, and in the band. 

How do | get involved? 

If anyone else is interested 
in sharing their gifts with the 
ministry, please talk to one 
of our leaders, or Email us at 
citb@redeemer.on.ca. 


The Green Team 


What is your club about? 

The Green Team is a club 
that encourages the Redeemer 
community to live in such a 
way so that all of creation can 
praise the Lord. As a club, we 
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apply green ideas from the 
classroom to the reality of the 
university campus. 

We are committed to reduc- 
ing waste on campus, 80 we 
operate a compost program to 
reduce organic waste from the 
trash. For a split second, you 
may think that rotting food is 
sort of smelly, that the compost 
has too many fruit flies, and 
that it is too much of a pain to 
open the bucket lid when you 
could just drop the carrot peel- 
ings into the open trash can, 
But if you are truly thankful 
for the good creation, those 
thoughts should pass. 

The Green Team gives you 
an opportunity to show your 
thankfulness for God's cre- 
ation by diverting organic 
waste from the landfill into fer- 
tilizer for the beautiful flowers 
in the teaching garden. And 
you don’t even have to touch 
it, turn it over, or push the bin 
full of it to the compost=we'll 
do all of that for you with a 
smile on our faces! 

What’s going on this year? 

The Green Team encourag- 
es the students and faculty of 
Redeemer to be stewards by 
lobbying for greener practic- 
es in the buildings, taking on 
the responsibility of caring for 
the wetlands, picking up lit- 
ter, and sorting out recyeling 
whenever it is mixed in with 
the trash. [t is encouraging to 
note that being “green” saves 
the school money and im- 
proves the appearance of our 
campus. 

We will commit our time 
and energy in response to the 
call to stewardship, and ask 
you to recognize this call and 
respond with participation. 
How do | get involved? 

If you are interested in 


joining the Green Team con- 
tact Carrie Van Dorp at 
cvdorp@redeemer.on.ca = or 
Dan Brinkman at brinkman_ 
dan@hotmail.com, and we will 
keep you informed of Green 
Team activities and put you 
to work! 


Morning Prayer Team 


What is your club about? 

The Morning Prayer team 
is, I think, by far one of the 
best ways to start off your 
day. Just ask anyone who has 
ever attended, from Monday 
to Friday, every week during 
the school year (and especial- 
ly during exam time, when 
we could all use a little extra 
prayer). 

We meet in the prayer room 
(beside the Writing Centre) 
around 7:30 a.m., start up the 
kettle for drinks (such as hot 
chocolate and coffee—all free 
for the attendees!), and dis- 
cuss what we think needs to be 
prayed about. 

The discussion can be about 
anything: from personal is- 
sues to things coming up at 
Redeemer, from outer com- 
munity needs to family and 
friends issues. 

Then, as our drinks cool off 
enough to drink, we pray for 
the life here at Redeemer, for 
the requests we had talked 
about, and for anything else 
that comes into our minds— 
anything at all! 

What’s going on this year? 

There is some exciting stuff 
happening this year on the 
Morning Prayer Team. Not 
only do we supply free coffee, 
but I’ve heard from a few of 
the current members that they 
feel much better after spend- 
ing that half hour with God 


each weekday morning: they 
feel more awake and are ready 
to take on the world! 

How do I get involved? 

Anyone who wants to come 
out can feel free to do so at any 
time! This club, unlike other 
clubs, doesn’t require its mem- 
bers to have complete dedica- 
tion and commitment. You can 
come and go as you please. 

Just think of it this way: if 
you feel that you need to add a 
little extra prayer to your day, 
or if you’ ve just had a crumby 
day and want a source of re- 
lief, or if you just can’t sleep, 
just come on out to the prayer 
room. 

Come out with us and re- 
discover why you believe so 
strongly in God, And you may 
even make a few new friends 
along the way! 


Teens for Christ 


What is your club about? 

Teens for Christ is a group of 
inner-city teens from Hamilton 
who meet every Tuesday night 
from 6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. ata 
church located downtown for 
a time of fun and fellowship. 

The main purpose of 
our program is to share the 
Word of God with teens 
from Hamilton who have not 
been exposed to the Word. 
The teens that come out for 
this program are 12 to 14 years 
old, Some older teens from 
Redeemer and McMaster act 
as junior leaders to assist the 
senior leaders. Each night, the 
teens learn more about God 
and have a great time spending 
time with their peers outside 
of a school or home setting. 
What’s going on this year? 

In addition to the usual 
nightly activities of playing 
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sports, making crafts, and 
eating snacks, we hope to go 
skating and to have a cou- 
ple of movie nights at the 
church. Two activities we hope 
to bring back this year are 
bowling and scavenger hunt- 
ing in downtown Hamilton. 
How can | get involved? 

People can get involved 
and find out more in- 
formation by Emailing 
djsteenstra@hotmail.com. If 
you do not want to direct- 
ly involve yourself by going 
downtown, praying for us and 
keeping us in your thoughts 
are also great ways to give us 
support. 


Thresh 


What is your club about? 

Thresh encourages people 
to create culture and to engage 
in culture in a way that glori- 
fies God. 

What’s going on this year? 

We watch great movies 
every month, and this year we 
are putting on a film festival. 
We're hosting “Uncovered” — 
a showcase of Redeemer 
songwriting talent—twice this 
year, as it was so well received 
last year. “Open Mic” nights 
at the REC Centre create a re- 
laxed atmosphere for poetry 
readings and musical perfor- 
mances. These are just a few 
of the events planned for the 
coming year. 


How can I get involved? 
For more _ information, 
you can contact us, Seth, 


Sean, and Bonnie, at ruc_ 
thresh@hotmail.com. If you 
would like to help us orga- 
nize events, please Email 
us, or stop by Student Life 
during activity period on 
Mondays. 


Crown Staff Answers Burning Questions On Life Outside the Box 
Get to know those people you see through the window of the Publications Office 


What is your year of study and your major? 


Jason Duermeyer, Editor-in-Chief: 
Year 4. Religion Major; Sociology/Social Work 
Minor. 


Brianna Hammer, Layout Editor: 
Year 4. History Major; Political Science, English 
Writing Minors. 


Mikey Arce, Art Director: 
Year 4. Honours Psychology, History Majors. 


Heather Alblas, Senior Copy Editor: 
Year 2. History, English Majors. 


Caroline Bulk, Assistant Copy Editor: 
Year 4. English, Religion/Theology Majors; 
Psychology Minor. 


Mira Ponomarenko, Managing Editor: 
Year 4. Honours Business Major; Psychology 
Minor. 


Chris Howlett, Digital Editor: 
Year 2. I think it might be Phys. Ed. It could be 
Theatre. Who knows? 


How do you feel about your position on The 
Crown? ~ 


Jason: (Nervous laughter) AHHHHHHH! 


Brianna: I love my position as The Crown's lay- 
out editor because | get to play around with 
puzzle pieces called copy and art, and spend 
a colossal amount of time working with some 
great people. Like Jason. (Grinding teeth.) 


Mikey: It’s fun. Although sometimes I feel like 
a farmer, with all the cropping that I do. HA 
HA. 


Heather: I feel honoured to have been given 
this position. And I hope to learn a lot...I’m on 
my way to becoming a grammar genius! 


Caroline: Good —I like to preview stuff before 
it’s published. Too bad it comes at the price of 
my weekends!! 


Mira: My position on The Crown is taking care 
of all the financial issues. 1 am passionate about 
the mission of this newspaper and excited to 
be a part of a project that reflects my personal 
values and influences our community by inte- 
grating theoretical learning and rea) life. It is an 
opportunity to serve, and I am thankful for it. | 
like what I do, 


Chris: I like it. [work in an area I have knowledge 
and connectionsin, which makes it easier for me, 
and it creates confidence in my own abilities. 


If you were stranded on a deserted island, what 
two things would you want with you, besides a 
Bible and a volleyball called Wilson? 


Jason: A beach towel, sunscreen, and a hot, 
Christian babe (to keep me company). Minus 
the sunscreen if I can only have two. 


Brianna: 1 would need an endless supply of 
paper and pens to process my thoughts and 
keep myself entertained. 


Mikey: A midget to run my errands and the 
ability to be able to talk to animals, because that 
would sooooo cool, no matter where I am! 


Heather: | would want a grand piano and a 
pair of flip-flops. 


Caroline: The Sisterhood of the Traveling Pants 
and sunscreen. 


Mira: | would want to have not the two things, 
but the three magic wishes. But for starters, I 
would like a guitar and, a game of Tetris. 


Chris: Don’t be silly. I'd take a solar powe 
motor boat to get home and food for the 
back! Duh! 


% 
If you were granted three wishes by a magical 
genie, what would you wish for? 


Jason: A car that runs on water, because the 
Redeemer bus schedule sucks and the cost of 
ga8 is too high; a high-powered ship so that I 
could see the world; and Christ’s return, after I 
finish enjoying the other two gifts, 


Brianna: I'm a pretty content person, so | 
wouldn't know what to ask of a genie—per- 
haps just enough money to pay off my uni- 
versity debt, and maybe the ability to learn 
another language thoroughly yet instanta- 
neously, Both of these will come in handy for 
my third wish: to have the time and the ability 
to travel the world. 


Mikey: To never have dirty laundry, because 
there is nothing worse than forgetting to do 
laundry every day and never having Clean 
clothes--and then having to do the turn-over. 
And that’s never good. Now that I smell good, 
most other things will take care of themselves, 
But I'd still like to have my own hotel and 


sticky tac that is always sticky. 


Heather: Hmmmm...It would be cool to have 
a swimming pool that’s walking distance from 
my house and the ability to play a mean cello 
piece. I would also ask for a cleaner, greener 
environment. 


Caroline: A million extra wishes; then some- 
thing good like relief for the hurricane and 
tsunami victims, and something selfish like 
Garrett's car!! 


Mira: If I could have three magic wishes...? 
Man, now I understand Aladdin's dilem- 
ma. First, I would want my student ID to 
be a universal pass for things like, say, in- 
ternational flights. Second, | would want to 
go on a little trip to outer space and watch 
the sunrise and sunset from a space shut- 
tle. As for the third wish, I’m debating be- 
tween world peace and freeing the genie. 


Chris: Peace, 
harmony, and 
more wish- 


es to get what 
1 really want. 


If you could have 
any superpower, 
what would you 
choose and why? 


Jason: The abil- 
ity to hear the 
inner thoughts of 
women. Which 
would be just 
as dangerous as 
it would be en- 


Brianna: The 
ability to un- 
derstand men. | 
would then use 
this superpower 
to help my fellow 
women around 
the world. 


Mikey: To never 
have brain 
freeze. Because 
that just sucks. 
Oh! And if I had 


another one I'd like the ability to look Bolivian. 
Which would mean having a thick accent, a lit- 
tle moustache, and a name like Antonio. 


Heather: To be able to fly. | could go anywhere, 
at anytime. And there are so many beautiful 
sights to see from the air... 


Caroline: A photographic memory. I don’t 
know if that counts as a superpower, but it 
would make exams easier. 


Mira: My superpower would be teleportation. 
Travel unlimited! No more freezing at the bus 
stop or dreading the sign “Flight Cancelled!” 
And the oodles of time | could spend pro- 
crast—er, doing homework instead! 


Chris: The ability to always know where north 
is so I always know which side of me should 
look well behaved for Father Christmas (Santa 
Claus). 


Editor-in-Chief Jason Duermeyer poses with one of his copyeditors. 
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ARTS AND CULTURE 


“Offering” 
masterpieces to 
God 


ANDREA LENNOX 
Special to the Crown 


The Crown: What is the signifi- 
cance of the title of your art 
show, Dance of Line? 


Andrea Lennox: When I was 
thinking of what to call my 
work, I knew I wanted it to 
have a sort of classical element 
to it. I am passionate about 
dancing and that comes out in 
my work, primarily in the way 
the lines move and how the 
compositions are constructed. 
Dancing has the potential to 
be very elegant, and I wanted 
my show to have that potential 
as well. 


2) How do your experiences as 
a dancer relate to your work as 
an artist? What similarities and 
dissimilarities are there between 


Drawing Dance into Artwork 


dancing and painting? 

The similarities between 
dancing and art (drawing and 
painting) are actually quite 
extensive. Both are very vi- 
sual, using the elements of 
composition, symmetry (or 
asymmetry), balance, etc. My 
experience as a dancer has 
taught me discipline and the 
value of the process on the way 
to the finished product. 

I don’t really do a lot of 
dancing anymore, and | guess 
I make up for it in my artwork. 
It’s not the same physical activ- 
ity, but I think I bring the same 
passion to it. 


3) What role does your faith 
play in your life as an artist? 
Wow, that’s a big question! 
A huge role! I believe my stron- 
gest drawing to be the one en- 
titled “Offering.” This piece 
definitely is about who I am. 
I have been told by others as 
well that it is the piece that 
most characterizes my person- 
ality. I realized this early on, 
and so I entitled it “Offering,” 
because it is just that. This 
show and that piece in partic- 


“Offering,” Pastel on Paper, by Andrea Lennox. 


Can a fresh start 
revive the Dark 
Knight? 


A lot can change in eight 
years. Since the release of the 
last Batman film in 1997, su- 
perhero movies have gone 
from a niche market to among 
the top grossing movies of all 
time. It started with X-Men, 
then Spider-man, and then 
their respective sequels. 

They are absolutely solid 
movies, boasting veteran ac- 
tors like Patrick Stewart, 
Willem Dafoe, lan MacKellen, 
and talented newcomers like 
Tobey Maguire and Anna 
Paquin, who appear in lead 
roles. Accomplished and ac- 
claimed directors like Sam 
Raimi and Bryan Singer were 
calling the shots. And they 
were smash hits. 

The last Batman movie 
was, for all intents and pur- 
poses, a cartoon with live ac- 
tors. While the Batman series 
started on the right foot, when 
Tim Burton left the series, 
it went downhill. And most 
comic book fans will agree on 
why. The comic stopped being 
dark. Campy production val- 
ues and many downright 
embarrassing elements (full- 
blown light shows in the ac- 
tion scenes, bat-nipples, and 
a fight scene reminiscent of 


the “icecapades”) took away 
from the story behind the 
Dark Knight. In mainstream 
comics, even Peter Parker’s 
guilt over the death of his 
uncle pales in comparison to 
how much pain is in Bruce 
Wayne's past. 

So what was DC comics to 
do? The bar was set with X- 
Men (which was arguably the 
best superhero movie made 
to date) and was raised with 
Spider-man, X-2: X-Men United 
and Spider-man 2. Batman 
needed a complete over- 
haul. After George Clooney 
and Batman & Robin direc- 
tor Joel Schumacher dropped 
out, the fifth Batman movie 
was declared as a movie that 
would detail the beginning 
of Batman. Once the official 
word on who was involved 
came out, one thing became 
abundantly clear: the fifth 
Batman movie would be dark. 
Christian Bale, known 
as a chainsaw-wielding se- 
rial killer in the disturbing 
American Psycho, was cast as 
Bruce Wayne, and Memento 
director Christopher Nolan 
was set to write and direct. 

Nolan had his work cut out 
for him. Not only did he have 
to stay true to the comic series, 
but he had to make a movie 
that was as good as, or better 
than, movies like X-Men and 
Spider-man, It’s important to 
remember that Batman Begins 
is meant to be a complete re- 
birth of the series. Nolan wise- 


best 


ular are about giving all that | 
have to God and thanking Him 
for the gifts He has given me by 
giving them back, in a way. 


4) What is the significance of the 
images in your still lifes? 

The significance of the ob- 
jects I chose to draw varies 
from drawing to -drawing. | 
chose the four larger compo- 
sitions based mainly on sym- 
bolism that is powerful for me, 
such as wine glasses, indicat- 
ing communion, The feathers 
in that drawing are present 
to indicate the presence of the 
Holy Spirit and they are how I 
chose to depict that tradition. 

The candle as a light in the 
dark is fairly obvious, so I gave 
it the title “Consistency” to 
suggest a little more than just 
a candle, but a consistent flame 
within my life. 

I feel “Allusions” is pretty 
self explanatory with the vine, 
jar, and pears: it is about who 
we are in Christ. 

The “Everyday” series is 
more fun. It is also meant to 
evoke some thought on how 
things we see everyday can be 
beautiful and elegant, despite 
their commonality. 


5) What is the primary message 
you wish to convey to your audi- 
ence through your artwork? 

I want my audience to see 
dancing as so much more than 


ae” an 


moving around on a dance 
floor. I want them to recog- 
nize the beauty around them. 
I want them to feel like they 
can dance. I quoted a passage 
from II Samuel in my artist’s 
statement that talks about how 
David danced with all of his 
might before the Lord when he 
brought the Ark to the City of 
David. 

At the show opening, I ex- 
plained that I feel that we ought 


“Freedom,” “Unity,” and “Discipline,” Encaustic on Canvas, by Andrea Lennox. 


to dance with all our might; we 
ought to strive to do the things 
God has given us to do with 
everything we have. The three 
Encaustics, entitled Discipline, 
Freedom, and Unity, are repre- 
sentative of a balance of how I 
see our role as a body of Christ. 
Also, many people have com- 
mented on the detail of the 
drawings, and | think that is a 
good thing because details are 
important in life. 


ee 


MICAEL ARCE 


Basically, | want my audi- 
ence to be able to identify with 
at least one of the pieces, and I 
want them to come away with 
something, rather than simply 
passing by the artwork and 
saying, “Oh, that’s nice.” It’s 
about looking beyond the sur- 
face, in a sense, because of the 
symbols, but it is also about 
looking at the surface and see- 
ing an object for being really 
beautiful. 


“Lola” a Great Introduction to Foreign Films 


CONTINUED FROM 
PAGE1 


Lola (Franka Potente, who 
you may recognize from 
The Bourne Identity) and her 
boyfriend Manni 
Bleibtreu), a low-level hood. 
Manni is given a simple job 
by his boss Ronnie: to deliv- 
er some goods for cash and 
to carry the cash to Ronnie. 
The job goes well until 
Manni, forgetting himself, 
leaves the bag of money ona 
subway where it is picked up 
by a passing vagrant. Frantic 
for help, he telephones Lola, 
despairing that if he doesn’t 
deliver the 100, 000 marks in 
20 minutes, Ronnie will kill 


him. And here Lola takes off, 
her entire being focused on 
saving the life of her amour. 
The movie then progress- 
es through three different 
versions of the following 20 


(Moritz ‘minutes, each of which dif- 
fers greatly in an exploration 


of the interplay of random 
occurrences, the “butterfly 
effect,” and fate or destiny. 
The way the story progresses 
is riveting, the main charac- 
ters interesting and lovable 
in their own ways, and the 
themes intriguing. 

But the best part of Run 
Lola Run is not the sub- 
stance of the film, but rather 
its style. As suits the central 
image of a running woman, 


Batman Redeemed 


ly severed all Bruce's goals 
ties with the of having 
previous four real justice 
films and in a town 
started from without 
the — begin- any. Bruce 
ning. uses what 

The story SCOTT FAIRLEY he learns 
begins with Senior Staff Writer about mas- 
Bruce Wayne tering _—his 


as a young man with no 
money to his name and anger 
to burn. While in prison, Bruce 
meets Ducard, played by Liam 
Neeson, who takes Bruce 
under his wing in the vigilan- 
te ninja group known as the 
League of Shadows. There he 
confronts his past head on. As 
a young boy, Bruce’s parents 
were murdered by a thief, 
driving him into a lifetime of 
anger and guilt. Ducard en- 
courages him to transform his 
thirst for revenge and his fear 
into a thirst for justice, one he 
fulfills when he turns on the 
League of Shadows after he 
discovers their purpose is not 
to fight for justice, but to wipe 
out societies they consider to 
be unjust. He then returns to 
Gotham, a city now run by 
gangsters and crooked cops, 
to save it from itself. 

Justice is a theme that ap- 
pears throughout Batman 
Begins, and Bruce Wayne's 
allies in his fight for justice, 
good cop Jim Gordon (played 
by Gary Oldman) and child- 
hood friend turned district at- 
torney Rachel Dawes (played 
by Katie Holmes), share 


senses, theatricality, and his 
own physical abilities to bring 
the unjust to justice. Although 
Batman is essentially a vigi- 
lante, in a town as corrupt as 
Gotham, a vigilante on the 
right side is far more effec- 
tive than a thousand cops on 
the wrong side. It’s certainly a 
topic worthy of discussion. 

So how did Nolan do? I'm 
just going to say it: this is the 
Batman movie, and arguably 
the best superhero movie to 
date. Christian Bale was per- 
fectly cast. The darkness of 
Bruce Wayne is never as pres- 
ent or visceral in previous 
Batman films as it is in Batman 
Begins, and since Bruce’s inner 
struggle is his only motiva- 
tion, it finally received the at- 
tention it deserved in Batman 
Begins. 

Nolan wisely realized that 
while stuntmen and the make- 
up and costume departments 
can fake how Batman looks 
and acts, he couldn’t fake the 
scenes with Bruce Wayne. 
Superhero mythology is more 
about the alter-ego than the 
hero itself. This is why Tobey 
Maguire was so perfectly cast 


this movie is bursting with 
energy. The adjective “kinet- 
ic” is often used by film crit- 
ics; no film deserves it more 
than this one. The sequences 
in which we see Lola sprint- 
ing to save Manni, her crim- 
son mane wind-tossed, play 
with such an intensity that 
the viewer soon finds him- 
self as exhausted as she must 
be. These scenes are framed 
by slower paced interludes 
of conversations between 
key players in the story, 
which both deepen our ap- 
preciation for our main char- 
acters and allow us to catch 
our breath before Lola re- 
sumes her race against the 
clock. 


as Peter Parker. Bruce Wayne 
has to function as a torment- 
ed hero and a charming bil- 
lionaire playboy. Aside from 
Christian Bale, very few ac- 
tors can pull this off well, let 
alone as well as Bale does. 

Nolan succeeds not only 
in his lead’s work, but also 
in his own work. As silly as 
a man in a bat costume fight- 
ing crime seems on paper, not 
once does it come across as 
silly on screen, something that 
Batman Forever and Batman & 
Robin cannot claim, The dia- 
logue never feels forced or 
cheesy, and the fast-paced 
edits (a Nolan trademark) 
give them film a gritty feel 
that is refreshing when com- 
pared to the slickness of Joel 
Schumacher’s Batman films. 
And though Batman Begins 
features impressive special 
effects, Nolan has gone on re- 
cord saying he abstained from 
using CGI (computer generat- 
ed imagery) effects as much as 
possible. 

The overall feel of the film 
is appropriately dark, and 
resolution and redemption 
for Bruce are never fully real- 
ized. While at first this seems 
troubling, it’s worth noting 
that, since Bruce’s psyche is 
so strongly linked to justice, 
he can never sit back and say 
“everything is okay again” as 
long as he sees injustice. He 
tries to redeem his anger and 
guilt by turning it on those 
who breed anger and guilt 


The soundtrack is also no- 
table: a techno blend of tunes 
which pound in tempo with 
your racing heart, each per- 
fectly suited to the electric 
visuals it accompanies. It 
might be said that this movie 
is the best and longest music 
video ever shot, but such 
a description doesn’t do 
Tykwer’s creation justice. 

I think watching Run 
Lola Run is the perfect way 
to begin a foray into for- 
eign films. It is an audiovi- 
sual treat perfectly suited to 
the so-called MTV genera- 
tion, yet one that provides 
delicious food for thought. 
There’s a lot to savour in this 
small, 81 minute package. 


in others. Again, this aspect 
of the movie is worthy of dis- 
cussion. 

The movie's supporting cast 
is almost flawless. Michael 
Caines turn as the Wayne 
family butler is a significant 
step up from the bland Alfred 
previously seen. Alfred gen- 
uinely cares for Bruce, and 
it shows in every scene he’s 
in. Morgan Freeman’s perfor- 
mance as Lucius Fox, a for- 
gotten employee at Wayne 
Enterprises who supplies 
Bruce with all his gadgets, 
gave the movie a bigger heart 
and a slight James Bond feel. 
Gary Oldman’s performance 
as the last good cop in Gotham 
showed off the versatility 
and skill that Oldman pos- 
sesses, and Cillian Murphy 
was appropriately slimy and 
creepy as the Scarecrow. Katie 
Holmes, however, was disap- 
pointing. Although she is by 
far the least experienced actor 
in the cast, her performance 
lacked the grit and toughness 
that her character demanded. 

Overall, Batman Begins 
has finally given the story of 
Bruce Wayne the on-screen 
treatment it deserves. A tal- 
ented cast, a skilled director, 
and a focus on the characters 
rather than stunts and explo- 
sions is what makes the dif- 
ference here, By stripping the 
series down to its bare bones, 
Nolan has selected substance 
over style without sacrificing 
either. He has chosen wisely. 
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SPORTS 


Taking Care of Business: Redeemer Varsity Athletics 


Striving for academic and athletic excellence in 2005-06 


BRENDAN KOOY 
Special to the Crown 


Men’s Varsity Basketball 


The Redeemer Royals 
men’s varsity basketball team 
finished 3-18 in 2004-05. So, 
in the off-season, Redeemer 
searched for someone to 
remedy this problem, Coach 
Dwayne Washington is the 
man Redeemer found. 

For anyone who has heard 
about or followed the early 
progress of the men’s basket- 
ball team, it is easy to see that 
Coach Washington has turned 
the ship around. In the course 
of three short weeks, he has 
already managed to put his 
stamp on this program. From 
improved player work ethic 
to motivation, to overall pro- 
fessionalism, the Redeemer 
Royals are headed in the right 
direction. 

Coach Washington started 
his work during the late stag- 
es of the last school year. He 
was already out recruiting, 
pitching Redeemer to high 
school seniors, and showing 
us that he means business. 
He did not stop there. He has 
gone on to hire an exception- 
al support coaching staff com- 
bined of current students and 
his professional colleagues. 
Practices are no longer wasted 
time. Games are approached 
as potential wins and led by 
a solid combination of youth- 
ful energy and savvy experi- 
ence. The men’s basketball 
team is now a threat in the 
Ontario Collegiate Athletic 
Association (OCAA). 

After losing some team 
members to transfers, 
Redeemer has rebounded 
with a strong core of fresh- 
men such as Nick Bokma, 
who dropped 25 points in 
the exhibition opener against 
the Hamilton Police Force, 
Daniel Avatin, and Tim Keep. 
A certain sense of urgen- 
cy is also sensed from team 
leader and captain Dustin 
VanHouwelingen, who _ is 
doing his best to make sure 
that his final year in the OCAA 


is one to remember. Returning 
starters Adam Deweger, 
Jeremy Schouten, and Kevin 
Renkema have one more year 
of experience under their belt. 
All of these factors should re- 
sult in more Ws in the win col- 
umn in 05-06. 

Redeemer opens its men’s 
basketball season at home on 
October 19 against cross-town 
rivals Mohawk College. Come 
show the boys some love and 
let them know they are appre- 
ciated! 

Program changes and im- 
provements do not stop at 
men’s basketball, however. 
Redeemer has made other 
significant changes to ath- 
letic programs all across the 
board. Hopefully these ex- 
citing changes will produce 
more fan support from the 
student body throughout the 
year as our athletes help to 
make a name for Redeemer 
University College in the 
OCAA. 


Women’s Varsity Basketball 


The women’s varsity bas- 
ketball program, like the 
men’s, has made great im- 
provements over the off-sea- 
son; in fact, the only direction 
for this team to go is up. 
Building on a very positive 
season in which they were 
closely edged out of the 
postseason, the squad has a 
dynamic mix of returning vet- 
erans and young talent. 

Team leaders Jenn Ranter 
and Hannah Flemming will 
once again be relied on for 
leadership and scoring, but 
many feel that this year’s team 
is a far more balanced, cohe- 
sive unit than last year. New 
head coach Denita Dyck also 
brings a new sense of enthusi- 
asm and exuberance to a team 
that has a realistic chance of 
making some serious noise in 
the OCAA in 05-06. 

The team will make its 
debut on October 19, facing 
Mohawk at home. 


Men’s Varsity Soccer 


This year’s men’s varsity 


soccer program, led by vet 
erans such as Jon Prins and 
Darren Sinke, is full of poten- 
tial. With a record of 1-1 so far 
(as of September 29), the team 
still has plenty of room for im- 
provement, 

Team chemistry is one of 
the definite focal points for 
the squad. A certain sense 
of camaraderie is evident, 
on and off the field. Buoyed 
by freshmen such as Nick 
Bokma and Chad “Big Nasty” 
Menken, and other new addi- 
tions such as sophomore Ian 
Graham, the Royals are in an 
excellent position to contend 
for an OCAA playoff spot. 

The boys face a tough road 
ahead, on the road for the next 
two games before coming 
back for a crucial home stand 
in mid October. You can catch 
some of the action on October 
14, 15, and 18, as Redeemer 
tries to qualify for the post- 
season and set the president 
for an exciting upcoming year 
of varsity sports. 


Women’s Varsity Soccer 


The women’s varsity soc- 
cer program this year at 
Redeemer is defined by new 
faces. After having suffered 
seemingly devastating losses 
to their starting lineup from 
last year, the team has wit- 
nessed an influx of freshman 
and upperclassmen alike that 
have stepped up to fill the 
holes.Led by a strong group 
of rookies from London 
Christian High, such as 
Cheryl Beishuizen and Alicia 
Schipper, this young team is 
ready for whatever may come 
its way. 

As of September 29, the 
Royals squad has a record of 
0-1-1, with a loss at the hands 
of Fanshawe and a _ nerve- 
racking tie at home against 
Cambrian. New coach Krista 
Girolametto (women’s indoor 
soccer coach from last year) 
has implemented a very de- 
manding conditioning sched- 
ule that has the team on the 
road to success. Immediate 
goals include repeating last 
year’s OCAA playoff birth. 


The Redeemer ladies will 
have a crucial home stand 
similar to the men, with home 
games on October 14, 15, and 
19. Come watch the team 
as they compete down the 
stretch for that elusive play- 
off berth! 


Men’s Varsity Volleyball 


Men’s varsity volleyball is 
one of Redeemer’s strongest 
athletic programs. There is 
no reason to doubt that this 
tradition will be lost in the 
upcoming season. Led by 
Rich VanderWier and Dave 
Berghout, who were both 
among the league leaders 
in points last year, the pro- 
gram has a surplus of talent. 

gether under the leader- 
ship ‘of head coach Nathan 
Siebinga, this group of veter- 
ans and rookies alike can look 
forward to a promising year. 

The boys will kick off their 
year at home against Humber 
on October 26. Be sure to 
make it out this year to catch 
a piece of the hard-hitting ac- 
tion! 


Women’s Varsity Volleyball 


The women’s volleyball 
program is another that has 
had to deal with many costly 
losses from last year’s starting 


rotation. Charged with the 
main leadership role is Alison 
Lammers, a player who has 
clearly proven herself capa- 
ble. Coming off an All-Star 
year (in which she captured 
the All-Star game MVP hon- 
ours), Lammers is the lead- 
er in all aspects of the game, 
both on and off the court. 
With a positive crop of 
rookies, headlined by play- 
ers like Heather Zuidhof and 
Cheryl Dykema, the Royals 
are setting their sights high 
with a berth in the esteemed 
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Provincials. Former assistant 
coach and Niagara College 
alumnus Chris Wiersma has 
stepped in for his first year 
in the starting head coaching 
role and has been received 
very well so far. 

The ladies have a long 
and demanding regular sea- 
son schedule ahead of them. 
Following a few preseason 
tournaments and games, 
the team will play their 
season opener at home on 
October 26 against Humber. 
Be there! 
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Redeemer Runners Reflect on Races, Recreation 


Cross-country runners go beyond competition to enjoy God's creation 


JOSEPH GROENEVELD 
Junior Staff Writer 


When the rain pours and 
the wind blows, there’s a 
group of students you may 
see running outside, getting 
soaked. This group is like- 
ly the cross-country running 
team as they go about their 
daily practices, rain or shine. 

Redeemer’s cross country 
team—which competes in 
the Ontario College Athletic 
Association (OCAA)—is now 
in its third year. The team has 
grown every year, with this 
year’s team consisting of four 
women and six men. This 
may seem like a small team, 
but its success and enjoyment 
is quite surprising. 

From the beginning of the 
school year, the team has usu- 
ally trained six days per week, 
and the hard training is al- 
ready paying dividends. The 
women’s team, consisting of 
Laura DeBoer, Sheena Parent, 
Rachel Rauwerda, and Carrie 
Van Dorp, has placed first as a 
team in two of the three races 
so far this year. This group of 
women is very dedicated and 
hard-working, both in prac- 
tices and races, 


In addition, they are hav- 
ing a great time despite what 
many people may think about 
running over 50 kilometres 
a week. When asked about 
their women’s team, Van 
Dorp replied, “Everyone gets 
along really well and encour- 
ages one another.” They also 
enjoy the van rides to and 
from the races where, as Van 
Dorp says with a laugh, “We 
learn to crochet so that we can 
be good Dutch wives!” 

Parent is a first year stu- 
dent at Redeemer who has 
been running competitively 
for several years with many 
different people. She thinks 
runners are the coolest peo- 
ple and really enjoys the 
fellowship involved in the 
sport, especially with fellow 
Christians. When asked what 
she loves most about running 
at this school, she said, “I love 
running because you are in 
the midst of creation and can 
marvel at its God-given beau- 
ty, and this team does that as 
well. Unbelievers obviously 
don’t see creation the same 
way.” 

The men’s team is also 
thoroughly enjoying the chal- 
lenges of this sport, such as 
running up 150 metre hills 


a dozen times in a row in 
preparation for the hilly rac- 
ing courses. The team has 


a dynamic combination of 
men, including fourth year 
students Joseph Groeneveld, 


CARRIE VAN DORP 


Jakob Van Dorp and Steve 
Veldkamp, in addition to 
first years Peter Kranenburg, 
Evan MacAlpine, and Josh 
Salverda. 

Kranenburg ran in high 
school but prefers the gruel- 
ing workouts of this running 
program. “The practices are 
very challenging but reward- 
ing at the same time because 
you improve so much over 
such a short period of time. I 
have never been in such great 
shape as I am now.” 

He also likes the great va- 
riety of courses that he has 
raced, as they include aspects 
such as running over culverts 
and creeks, up steep hills, 
around sharp corners, and 
through the woods. 

He does offer some helpful 
advice to inexperienced run- 
ners: “Don’t eat fast food the 
night before a race because 
you will feel it when you run. 
I’ve learned the hard way.” 

The men’s team has also 
enjoyed a successful season 
so far, Van Dorp has finished 
in the top five in all of his 
three races while Groeneveld 
has placed in the top ten. 
Kranenburg and Veldkamp 
are running excellently and 
have improved with each 


race, moving up the ladder 
each time. As a team they 
have placed in the top five 
both times! 

As exciting as it is to have 
success in competition, that is 
not what the team is primar- 
ily focused on. Each time they 
run, they are reminded how 
God has given them the abili- 
ty to do so, and consequently, 
they are to run to His honour 
and glory. This means enjoy- 
ing the beautiful creation, 
praying for strength and joy, 
having a proper focus, and 
sharing Christ's love with 
other runners in words and 
deeds. With thanks to God, 
the other college schools view 
the Redeemer team as having 
great sportsmanship, joy, and 
friendliness. 

With three races under 
their belts, the cross-country 
team has had another solid 
month of training. If you 
are interested in running for 
competition or just for recre- 
ation, which is the case for 
MacAlpine and Salverda, talk 
to one of the runners or to 
the coach, Tanya VanNoord, 
who works in the Athletic 
Department. It is never too 
late to join, and all are wel- 
come. 
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Does Our University Breed Ignorance of the Great Commission? 


ecently I imagined two 

Christians standing on the 
corner of a street someplace in con- 
temporary Canada having a conver- 
sation with Jesus. 

One of the companions of Jesus is 
a brilliant Christian university stu- 
dent; the other is an average factory 
worker with minimal educational ex- 
perience. 

At some point during the commu- 
nicative exchange, Jesus looks over 
at the Christians with a penetrating 
gaze and asks, “So what are you two 
doing for the Father?” 

The Christians look at each other 
nervously. 

After a moment of silent reflec- 
tion, the learned student stands up 
a bit straighter and proudly explains, 
“I'm conjuring complex theoretical 
frameworks that expound the meta- 
narrative of Scripture so that idola- 
trous plausibility structures may be 
subversively restructured.” 

The other Christian, who is left 
aghast by this answer, frantical- 
ly searches his brain for something 
comparably stunning in intellectual 
beauty to say to his Lord. 

Nerve-racking silence continues 
until Jesus’ penetrating stare is too 
much to endure. The factory work- 
er finally shrugs his shoulders and 
mutters, “I work at a soup kitchen. I 
save souls by your Spirit there.” 


Exploring 
Young Redeemer Men 
Bring Light to Struggle 


Recently, my daughter, a student 
at Redeemer, brought home The 
Crown for me to read. Her purpose 
was to show us the article written 
by Mark Devos, Justin Free, Chris 
Howlett, John Reinink, and Jesse 
Smith, and I wish to give them a 
hearty pat on the back. 

Having grown up with four older 
brothers, I as a female, had a unique 
view into the male mind. Over the 
years, | watched girls become less 
modest, trading their long skirts 
and form-covering tops for skimp- 
ier, more revealing clothes. I also 
watched as my brothers took notice 
of those fashion changes and began 
their own struggles to keep a clear 
conscience, eventually falling in the 
face of so much revealed skin. 

My childhood education of the 
male reaction to the female dress 
style trained me for motherhood to 
three beautiful daughters. Having 
listened to my brother’s conversa- 
tions—a little sister doesn’t real- 
ly count so I probably heard more 
than I should have—you can well 
imagine my panic over having three 
girls. 

We opted to home teach, which 
helped quite a bit. It gave my hus- 
band and I the majority of influence 
over our girls, but we still faced the 
mighty challenge of rationalizing 
why they couldn’t dress immodestly 
when “everyone else was doing it.” 
We persevered, insisting that they 
should be covered with appropri- 
ate, looser fitting clothing than their 
friends. 

We explained that a visible navel 
is a picture of temptation to a boy. 
We pointed out that the tight-fitting 
shirt or jeans was giving a sugges- 
tive impression. We were graphic, 
explaining how boys are visual and 
take those visions to bed or to the 
shower and that it was our daugh- 
ters’ responsibilities to make certain 
they were not contributing to those 
visions. 

We told our girls that boys never 
grow out of the need to guard their 
eyes, because this is the way God 
created them. He designed men to 
appreciate their wives intellectually, 
emotionally, physically, and visual- 
ly. For a male to look at a female is 
no different than for that same male 
to draw breath, It is in how he looks 
at that female and why that matters. 

When girls parade around in 
their bikinis, mini skirts, and tight, 
low-cut tops, they are sending the 
male population a message of loose- 
ness whether they intend to or not. 
And it doesn’t matter the age of the 
male, as men of all ages support the 
pornography industry. 


I wonder what Jesus’ reaction 
would have been to each Christian's 


response. 

Although both of the Christians 
would agree that one’s spiritual life 
is like ari epic race, there is a pecu- 
liar difference between how each ap- 
proaches the formidable challenge. 
The factory worker stays on the race- 
track, steadily pacing towards the 
finish line, while the other Christian 
temporarily withdraws to the side- 
line of the course to painstakingly 
analyze the contextual and physical 
nuances of the terrain, as university 
students are inclined to do. 

Why does the childhood story 
of the tortoise and the hare come to 
mind? 

Last week, I was standing in the 
middle of downtown Hamilton wait- 
ing for a public bus, as is my custom 
on weekday mornings. As is often 
the case, a person in ragged clothing 
solemnly approached me for some 
spare change. Although a poor uni- 
versity student, I conceded and start- 
ed digging through my pockets. 

As I reached out to deposit my 
change, I wondered how I might 
begin to orally convey the greater 
gift of Christ. Four years of post- 
secondary Christian education have 
perhaps made me less capable of re- 
solving this quandary. 

I started to burn in anger as I re- 


JASON 
alized the horribleness of my inade- 
quacy. I couldn't find simple words 
to convey a mysterious gospel; I 
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Redeemer University College is 


certainly proficient at manufacturing 
students who know all about how 
the gospel s to “post-modern” 


culture. For good or for bad, students 
are in many ways implicitly encour- 
aged to remove themselves from the 
dirty work of praxis and to reflect on 
the world of ae theory with the 
future aim of “holistic cultural re- 
newal.” 

In other words, Redeemer stu- 
dents’ knowledge about faith is 
separated from grassroots mis- 


the Issue of Modesty: 


Girls need to be aware that it is 
the female’s responsibility to assist 
the male in his desire to flee from 
temptation and sin by dressing in 
a way that not only honours God 
who dwells within them, but also 
encourages men to look beyond the 
visual to see the real person made in 
God's image. 

My hat is off to these young men 
who have taken the role of leader- 
ship that God intended and told it 
like it is. That takes courage, and 
you all have my respect. 

To you ladies who have already 
figured this out~well done. You 
have not only shown your true inner 
beauty, but you have also done a 
great work toward keeping your 
brothers-in-Christ from stumbling. 

And to Redeemer University ~ 
my thanks. You have fostered in 
these young people—the next gen- 
eration—a hunger to be holy as 
God is holy. You have lifted them 
beyond their own selfishness to see 
the value that God places on oth- 
ers. You have encouraged them to 
become the next evangelists in a 
corrupt and perverted world, and I 
applaud you. 


Loys Fawcett 


Redeemer Girls Hold 
to Biblical Expectations 


This is what everyone has been 
waiting for—a reply to the recent- 
ly popular article about modesty. I 
heard it was the topic of the school 
for the past few days, so | decid- 
ed to read what all the commotion 
was about. Are you wondering if I 
am against what the article stated? 
From the sounds of my title, you 
might think so. 

I am a fourth-year psycholo- 
gy student, transferring over from 
Sheridan College. However, not 
only am I fourth-year student, but it 
has been four years since the day | 
gave my life to Christ. 

I know what it’s like to be of this 
world and blind to all sin, living 
and soaking in it. I grew up in the 
Toronto area, and in my Catholic 
high school, it was normal to roll the 
top of your quilt in order to make 
it extra short. It was normal to go 
out in tops that revealed your mid- 
drift or your cleavage because the 
thought was the sexier the better. 

As young females, we did not 
realize the extent of what we were 
doing, and we did not realize how 
the world and culture were shaping 
us. God made it so that every female 
longs to be desired —not to say that 
this was the right way of doing so. 

Over the years I have attended 


Redeemer, I have read similar arti- 
cles on modesty. | would like to say 
that I found this to be the best writ- 
ten one by far. Guys, you were very 
careful on your wording, and you 
spoke in truth and in love. You ex- 


s, but to give us a bet- 
ing about the sexual 
encounter on a daily 


der what outfit !can wear in order 
to cause my brother in Christ to fall 
into sin.” fe 

Many factors come into play be- 
cause, although we're Christians, 
our culture amd society do play 
roles, ; 

I was at Costa Blanca the other 
day and tried ona large shirt that ac- 
tually fit me too small. | put it back 
on the rack disappointed. These 
days, the clothes keep getting small- 
er and smaller. Females have a lot of 
pressure to be skinny and revealing 
in order to be attractive. 

A few of my girlfriends and | 
were sitting in the halls of Redeemer 
reading and discussing this article. 
The things that came to our minds 
were: “Is it me? Am | dressing in- 
appropriate? What's modest, and 
what's immodest?” 

We discussed that we want to be 
attractive in our attire, but we sure- 
ly don’t want to cause our brothers 
in Christ to sin. Where do we draw 
the line? 

In order to yet some answers, we 
called guys over to where we were 
sitting and asked, “What is being 
modest? What is appropriate dress- 
ing and what is not?” 

One guy said, “I didn’t pay $16 
000 dollars to come to a Christian 
university to see women wearing 
short skirts and short tops. Women 
who do this are being very degrad- 
ing and disrespectful to themselves, 
and if those women can’t respect 
themselves then who will?” Another 
guy said it is the attitude —whether 
you are conscience of the attire you 
choose. 

Basically, we understood that 
showing too much skin is being im- 
modest and disrespectful to oneself. 
We came up with some words like 
“trashy” and “classy.” You can still 
be attractive in character yet have 
class in clothing. 

“Trashy” is the type of clothing 
that reveals too much skin, and you 
can be seen as a sex object rather 
than a woman. The question is; Are 
Redeemer girls holding to biblical 
expectations, or are they dressing 
trashy? 

A male friend and I were driving 
back to our homes in Toronto and 


sions-oriented work by a chasm that 
is wider than the Grand Canyon. 
Knowing about the context of the 
race that needs to be won usually 
takes precedence over running. 

Should we therefore lament the 
rise of the Christian university? 

Perhaps to expect more physical 
involvement from Redeemer stu- 
dents is to unrealistically demand 
something of a social institution that, 
by definition, is geared towards pro- 
ducing well-rounded thinkers, not 
doers, 

While the factory worker contin- 
ues to stride forward, I sit and study 
the terrain. The funny thing is that, 
unlike the hare in the childhood 
story, I am horribly tired yet do not 
allow myself to sleep. Fulfilling the 
cultural mandate of Genesis 1:28 via 
theoretical analysis is tiring work, but 
time is very limited. All things con- 
sidered, I’m perfectly happy to allow 
the Christian tortoises of this world 
to carry out the Great Commission of 
Matthew 28 on their own. 

I figure that, by the time I finish 
carefully surveying the racetrack, I'l] 
know the terrain so well that, when 
I do get back to running, I'll leave 
the uninformed tortoise in the dust. 
Perhaps it’s about time that the child- 
hood story underwent a paradigm 
shift; why should the hare lose the 
race after so much rigorous study? (I 


only hope that my muscles are not so 
weak that I can’t run at all!) 

On second thought, however, 
in the above story, | can imagine 
Jesus nodding approvingly of each 
Christian's emphasis while instruct- 
ing them to confer with each other. 
Each seems to have something right 
while completely missing the mark. 
Ought we to assume that the cultural 
mandate and the Great Commission 
are mutually exclusive? And should 
we not be ashamed of forgetting that 
these two imperatives are subservi- 
ent and tied to the Lord’s greatest 
commandments—to love God and 
neighbour? 

Perhaps in my revised version of 
the childhood story, there is no win- 
ner or loser. After all, Jesus inau- 
gurated the kingdom of God with 
both words and deeds; neither side 
of the coin seemed self-sufficient. 
The point, it seems, is that holy love 
ought to be the primary motivating 
factor. 

But, for the time being, all of this 
does not genuinely relieve my anger 
sparked at the bus stop. One trou- 
bling question remains: Especially in 
light of the fact that Christ can return 
at any moment, can I really expect 
God to look gladly upon my enter- 
taining an extended moratorium on 
the Great Commission as I struggle 
to finish my university career? 


Letters to the Editor 


decided to stop by my little cousin’s 
sixteenth birthday party. My aunt 
and uncle said they were chaper- 
oning it. 

When we walked in this party, 
we could not believe our eyes. The 
young girls were dressed in barely 
anything and rubbing themselves 
against the young boys. It was sup- 
posed to be dancing, but it did not 
appear that way at all, 

My friend commented, “We 
should bring Redeemer girls here 
to see what is truthfully immodest, 
because personally | have not seen 
a Redeemer girl yet dressing inap- 
propriately.” 

We left that party shortly after be- 
cause I could not bear to see these 
young kids degrading themselves 
anymore. However, this is the world 
and culture that I come from—this 
is the world and culture that I know. 
Four years ago, that could have been 
me. 


I was inspired to write this letter 
because my being at Redeemer and 
witnessing the women here gave me 
a different impression than that of 
the guys. Sure, they might see some 
girls who are dressing immodest- 
ly, but the majority of females here 
dress differently than the world, 
and they have changed my life. 

I see with my eyes modesty, and 
I've known with my heart noble 
character. | ize women of 
God. I’ve developed true friend- 
ships because it takes the charac- 
ter and the love of Christ to make 
it happen. 

Once Monday rolls around after 
spending a weekend in the streets 
of Toronto, | walk through those 
Redeemer doors and _ thank God be- 
cause | am blessed, Thank you to all 
the girls that have been a true wit- 
ness in Christ. 


Gabriella Meleca 
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hough I’ve always been a nat- 

uralist sort of fellow, nothing 
could prepare me for the four-month 
absence from civilization that I was 
about to experience. After roughly 
800 km of driving by car and an- 
other 15 km traveling by boat, I was 
finally at my destination: Red Pine 
Wilderness Lodge on beautiful Lady 
Evelyn Lake in the Temagami region 
of Northeastern Ontario. 

This was my first summer living 
and working away from home, and 
it took a bit of getting used to, The 
familiar became distant while I was 
driving north on Highway 11: the 
changing odometer and the chang- 
ing scenery reinforced this. 

Sure, most modern conveniences 
were available at the lodge, but in 
lesser amounts. Electricity (which 
is very much taken for granted) 
was only available from 7:00am to 
11:30pm daily. After that, the die- 
sel generator was shut down for 
the usual blackout time. There were 
radio phone and radio internet ser- 
vices available, but only to be used 
sparingly as they were dedicated 
business lines. 

Heating was done by gathering 
kindling and chopping wood for 
the woodstove, and there was no 
air conditioning anywhere, unless 
one counted on going for a dip in 
the lake! 

Contact with people was limited 
to the weekly turnover of tourists, 
guests and coworkers. The cowork- 
ers became like friends—family 
even—as we shared our mealtime, 
free time, work time together. 

The workdays were often long 
and the labour was very manual, but 
part of the job also included the ben- 
efit of meeting and hanging out with 
interesting guests and making sure 
they were having a great vacation. 

During the off hours, there was 
no radio to listen to, no television to 
watch, no phone available to call up 
friends, and no pub or cafe to visit. 
After having grown up in the farm- 
ing community of Chatham and 
studying in the town of Lindsay for 
three years, I was sure I knew what 
life in the slow lane was like. These 
cities seem like hopping metropolis- 
es in comparison to the island! 

Life was simple on the island. One 
learned to be content with fewer 
conveniences and to appreciate the 
slower pace of life, along with the 


Hook, 
Line, and 
Sinker 


The meaning 
behind the fish 


KAITLYN MCMURRAY 
Special to The Crown 


We see them on buttons, bum- 
per stickers, and bracelets. Little 
half-circles that overlap each other 
make a symmetrical sort of fish. 
For many years, this fish has been 
known as a symbol of Christianity. 


It dates all the way back to the 
Roman Empire, where Christians 
were facing fierce persecution. 
Rather than use a cross—a dead 


giveaway to their enemies— 
Christians marked their houses, 
catacombs, and other places of 
meeting with the symbol of a fish. 
Other Christians, seeing this sign, 
would know that these areas were 
places of safety and refuge. 

The fish symbol was also used as 
a test of loyalty. To make sure they 
were not admitting a spy into their 
underground meetings, Christian 
hosts would draw a half-circle in 
the dust, either with their finger or 
foot. If the visiting stranger com- 
pleted the circle, forming the fish, 
they would know that he was a 
true Christian and that he could be 
trusted. 

Travelling Christians also, upon 
coming to a strange town, would 


SUBMITTED BY DAN BRINKMAN 


Crown writer Dan Brinkman poses for the camera up north, far from the cares and concerns of city life. 


unique opportunities this lifestyle 
provided. The scenery was some of 
Ontario's best. The nightlife experi- 
ence included campfires, laughing 
loons, crashing waves, and whis- 
tling winds through pines. It was 
very easy to be awestruck by God’s 
handiwork and His presence: it was 
evident everywhere you looked! 

The best part of this lifestyle was 
freedom from the distractions we 
have in the city. No one was chained 
to a cell phone, no one could turn on 
the television and ignore their sur- 
roundings, and no one got stressed 
out with the demands of urban life. 
Everyone working there was cured 
of the need to watch television, to 
play video games, and to go out to 
the clubs and bars: everyone learned 
how to live happily with less. 

The four Christians on the island 
all improved in their walk with God, 
as they were better able to study his 
word and to spend time in prayer 
and devotion in a distraction free 
setting. 

Life was simple, but it was very 
good indeed. The experience pro- 
vided me with an opportunity to 
see a different pace of life and all 
the benefits it can offer, as well as 
a unique vantage point to see what 
is positive and negative about the 
present urban way of life. 

Returning to civilization was a 
bittersweet experience. It was, of 


draw a half-circle in the dust in the 
center of town. If someone came 
by and completed the picture, the 
Christian would then follow him 
to his home to receive a night's 
food and lodging, knowing he was 
among friends. 

Yet the question still remains: 
Why did the early Christians use 
the symbol of a fish, rather than of 
a butterfly or a lion, perhaps? Was 
it just because it was easy to draw, 
or was there more to it? 

The symbol of the fish possibly 
originated from the many referenc- 
es of fish in Scripture, such as Jesus’ 
words in Mark 1:17: "Come follow 
me," Jesus said, "and I will make 
you fishers of men." 

More specific references show us 
that the Christians used the Greek 
word for fish, [kthus, as an acro- 
nym, To Romans, especially the 
non-believers, this word simply 
meant "fish." To Christians, each let- 
ter held a hidden meaning, spelling 
out their creed: "I" represented the 
"J", which stood for Jesus; "K" rep- 
resented the "C", which stood for 
Christ; "TH" represented "Theos", 
which meant God; "U" stood for 
"Uios" which meant Son; and "S" 
stood for "Soter", which meant 
Savior. Altogether, it spelled out: 
“Jesus Christ, God’s Son, Savior." 

The next time you see that little 
fish bobbing away on someone's 
backpack, I hope it will remind you 
of a time where, in the words of 
Rob McFarlane, "Daring men and 
women risked their lives to help 
one another and to tell the stories 
of the great Storyteller—the one 
called Jesus.” I hope it will remind 
you, in turn, to pass on the creed. 

Yet the question still remains: 
Why did the early Christians use 
the symbol of a fish, rather than of 
a butterfly or a lion, perhaps? 


course, very, very good to see friends 
and family again, and it was reaf- 
firming to see the positive aspects of 
the urban life | was removed from, 
namely the aspects of technology 
and conveniences that the urban 
infrastructure offers: easy access to 
communication, rapid emergency 
responses to any problem, lots of 
people to interact with, businesses, 
employment opportunities, church- 
es, services for any need, education- 
al institutions, outlets for ideas, such 


as newspapers, freedom from po- - 


tentially hostile wild animals (this 
summer I was less than ten feet from 
a large bear trying to climb into my 
boat!), and less exposure to adverse 
environmental conditions. 

On the other hand, city life pres- 
ents a wide variety of problems as 
well. City life is associated with 
higher levels of pollution, inactivity 
and stress that can lead to physical 
health problems. 

I would argue that it can contrib- 
ute to spiritual health problems as 
well. The high degree of security 
and wealth in urban areas tends to 
lead to a sense of self-sufficiency, 
which easily shifts one’s faith from 
God to himself. Combine these fac- 
tors with a fast-paced lifestyle, and 
spiritual complacency will very eas- 
ily become the result: don’t just take 
my word for it, look at the statistics. 

As the more highly developed na- 


tions become more fast-paced and 
affluent, the levels of religious in- 
volvement usually fall. Our society 
values technology, efficiency, com- 
fort, entertainment, material wealth, 
and productivity, and this makes for 
a fast-paced society that does not 
take the time to look around and see 
what really matters in life. 

It is paradoxical that the same 
technology that should be creating 
more spare time is really just add- 
ing to our workloads and stress 
levels. The phone that continues to 
ring, the inbox that is packed full of 
Emails, and the stack of mail that 
needs sorted through is a remind- 
er of how everyone demands time, 
money, commitment, and input 
from you. 

We have cars that can rush us 
around faster than any previous 
transportation method, but we need 
them now just to make it to our vari- 
ous appointments on time. 

The sense of anonymity and isola- 
tion amongst the sea of people in the 
downtown core is a reminder that 
our communities, though diverse 
and economically strong, are very 
weak in creating a sense of belong- 
ing for others and providing neigh- 
bourly love. 

Television, Internet, billboards, 
and radio all tell of the happiness 
we can achieve by looking a cer- 
tain way, buying a certain product, 
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Life’s Lessons from the Lodge 


Urban life is not all it’s cracked up to be 


and consuming more. But we need 
to work harder and longer to afford 
the things we are told to buy. 

Ambient stress permeates every 
inch of where one can go in the 
urban areas. Distractions abound as 
there is no place untouched by hu- 
mans and their technology: no place 
of silence and solitude for prayer, re- 
flection, and recreation. 

It is not the point of this article to 
suggest that everyone should live in 
the wilderness, or that technology is 
a bad thing. The point of this article 
is a call to a slower paced lifestyle. 
Take time to smell the roses and to 
see what really counts in life. 

Our constant need for more— 
something bigger, faster, and bet- 
ter—is damaging many areas of our 
lives. Entertainment and _posses- 
sions are fine things in moderation, 
but a good walk with God is worth 
far more than these things. 

A healthy walk with God takes a 
lot of time to develop and maintain: 
technology cannot offer a quick-fix 
solution in this area of life. Our busy 
lifestyles and packed schedules are 
a side effect of the Redeemer expe- 
rience, but there are ways to free up 
more time. 

I struggle with the busyness that 
comes with academic life as much as 
anyone else, but I have employed a 
few strategies to ensure that I have 
time for what matters. I have a satel- 
lite connection in my room that sits 
unused. There is no TV in my apart- 
ment because I know that watching 
television would be a catastrophic 
waste of time. And while it is nice to 
have cable internet, I’m going to use 
it only for Email and assignments: 
time flies too fast when surfing the 
Internet. 

I got rid of my “digital crack co- 
caine” computer games such as 
Civilization II, which took weeks to 
finish and made for a lot of lost op- 
portunities. I was struck by how 
much more ti:1e I hi © for learning, 
playing, growing, and developing in 
my walk with God this past summer 
in spite of the fact that I had only 
five days off all summer and worked 
70 hours per week. 

The slow pace of life was very re- 
freshing both mentally and spiritu- 
ally. The biggest life lessons I came 
away with from the lodge involved 
learning how to be content with less 
material goods, realizing that tech- 
nology is not all it is hyped up to be, 
leaning time is too precious to throw 
away, and realizing that it is harder 
to crash in the slow lane. 


Oh My God! (And Other Choice Phrases) 


I hope the headline caught your 
attention. My guess is that half of 
you are wondering what shocking 
gossip I am about to impart. The 
other half likely finds the headline 
shocking in itself.” Were I not the 
writer, | would find myself in the lat- 
ter category. 

Most are familiar with the third 
commandment: “You shall not take 
the name of the LORD your God 
in vain, for the LORD will not hold 
him guiltless who takes His name in 
vain” (Ex 20:7, NKJV). 

The Heidelberg Catechism ex- 
pands upon this by explaining God's 
will in the third commandment as 
demanding “That we neither blas- 
pheme nor misuse the name of God 
by cursing, perjury, or unnecessary 
oaths, nor share in such horrible 
sins by being silent bystanders. In 
a word, it requires that we use the 
holy name of God only with rever- 
ence and awe, so that we may prop- 
erly confess him, pray to him, and 
praise him in everything we do and 
say” (Lord’s Day 36, Q/ 
A 99), 

Taking God's name in 
vain’is a serious offence 
that occurs, if not inten- 
tionally, quite frequent- 
ly. Whether uttered as a 
curse (“goddamn!”), an 
oath (“I swear to God!”), 
or merely an expression 
(“omigod!”), such usage 
does not properly re- 
spect the holiness of His 
name, 

Ironically, those who 
are most offended by 
blasphemous = sWear- 
ing remain complete- 


Sponsored by: 
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ly unfazed when other “four letter 
words”, such as shit, damn, fuck, 
or hell, are used. If you are angry 
or embarrassed to read such words 
in a Christian university paper, you 
understand how many others feel to 
hear such language that is frequent- 
ly used on the Redeemer campus. 
While these words do not take 
God's name in vain, their usage does 
not glorify Him, either. In Ephesians, 
Paul admonishes Christians to “not 
let any unwholesome talk come out 
of your mouths, but only what is 
helpful for building others up ac- 
cording to their needs, that it may 
benefit those who listen” (4:29, NIV), 


Faith Justice Politics 


visit us at www.cpj.ca 

support the work of social justice 
Christians by becoming a member 

(only $10 for students) 

* read the Catalyst available in your library 


A few verses later, one reads: “Nor 
should there be obscenity, foolish 
talk or joking, which are out of place, 
but rather thanksgiving” (5:4). 

There are always alternatives. An 
exclamatory “Wow!” or substituted 
“goodness” can protect the sacred- 
ness of God’s name. Also, a simple 
“What's happening?” will gain the 
same answers as “What the !@#$ is 
going on?!” 

If a friend or classmate uses a 
word or phrase that you find offen- 
sive, tactfully let them know that 
you don’t appreciate their swearing. 
Most people will respect your opin- 
ion and do their best not to repeat 
that language around you. 

[ am not writing this as a personal 
attack against those who swear, be- 
cause I recognize that | am as guilty 
as the next person. Nevertheless, my 
hope is that, as the Redeemer com- 
munity, we will become aware of 
our words, their effect on others, and 
their representation of our Christian 
school and holy God. 
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Mom steps in to 
find Mr. Right 


AMY BINDER 
Senior Staff Writer 


his past summer, I lived 

and worked with my 
best friend. I went home for 
the occasional weekend, usu- 
ally because I was worried 
that my parents would forget 
what I looked like if I didn’t 
visit. They are getting old, 
after all. 

On one of these weekends, 
my mom broached a subject 
I’ve been doing my best to 
avoid: that of boyfriends, of 
husbands, and of my appall- 
ing lack of either of the above. 


DIVERSIONS 


Singleness in No-Man Land 


With all the grace and subtle- 
ty of a pair of dyslexic figure 
skating hippopotami, Mom 
decided to boldly go where 
every mom has gone before. 

She ambushed me when I 
was af my weakest; slump- 
ing over my coffee, trying 
to recover from the previ- 
ous night's musical movie 
marathon. That _ horrify- 
ing Saturday morning went 
something like this: 

“Well, Amy, you're still sin- 
gle.” 

“Nnnng. Later. Coffee.” 

“No, now. You need aman.” 
This declaration stunned me 
enough that I was able to 
form a full sentence: “Amelia 
Earhart just rolled over in her 
grave.” 

“Amelia Earhart? What 
does she have to do with 
this?” 

It was a full sentence; I 
never said it was right. “Susan 
B. Anthony, then. Women’s 
lib, and all that. Don’t shave 
your legs, woman power. 
What happened to me being 
able to do what I want with 
my life?” 


“Well, what do you want 
to do with your life?” 

“...1 don’t know,” 

“Exactly. So you should 
have a boyfriend.” 

Even in my coherency-de- 
prived state, that didn’t make 
sense to me. “Well, fine then. 
Find me a husband and I'l! 
get married and then I'll be 
able to figure out what I want 
in my life.” I was sure this 
would settle the matter, and 
I happily turned back to my 
mug full of the elixir of life. 
Oh, how wrong I was. 

“T already have.” 

Now, it’s really not my fault 
that my mom had to wash 
the freshly cleaned tablecloth 
again. She could have been 
more sympathetic about my 
nasal passages, which are still 
horribly scarred from the cof- 
fee that blasted out of them. 
“OW! What? OW!” 

“I met a nice young man 
in the grocery store the other 
day...” 

“Was he bagging your 
groceries? Because that right 
there disqualifies him from 
any sort of running.” 


“No, he was shopping. 
Anyway, he didn’t have a wed- 
ding ring, so I asked him if he 
was in the market for a girl- 
friend,” 

“You...what? My © brain 
hurts. Where’s my mom, and 
what have you done with 
her?” 

“Oh, don’t be so melodra- 
matic, Amy. He was very nice, 
and he had name brand cheese 
in his cart, which means that 
he’s not afraid to go after the 
best. And he was a total hot- 
tie.” 

“A hundred million dollars 
if you never ever use that phrase 
again. Any of them. No hotties, 
no cheese—you compared me 
to CHEESE, Mom! OK, fine, 
you can call me melodramat- 
ic, but only on Tuesdays. I’m 
going back to bed. Wake me 
up when the world has gone 
back to normal.” 

I couldn't go back to sleep. 
Not after an encounter like 
that. So I mulled. Why didn’t I 
have a boyfriend? 

I spent a week mulling. 
Finally, when my best friend 
suggested that we watch Say 


Mega-Concerts Aid Katrina Victims 


But support 
must go beyond 
watching 
televised 
concerts 
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he number of hits from 

my Google search 
for “Katrina” today (noon, 
September 29): 532, 000. 

The word has rapidly 
gained new meaning, includ- 
ing images of people help- 
lessly being washed away, 
orphaned children, and a gen- 
erous but perhaps still inade- 
quate outpouring of aid from 
nations around the world. 
Images of this disaster have 
touched many aspects of our 
lives, including the world of 
popular culture. 

Mega-concerts featur- 
ing artists including Simon 
& Garfunkel and _ Elvis 
Costello (Madison Square 
Garden), Alison Krauss and 
Alan Jackson (Grand Ole 
Opry), and Harry Connick 
Jr. and Branford Marsalis 
(Detroit) have been  tele- 
vised to millions. Two days 
from now (Oct. 1), the pro- 
gram Mississippi Rising will 
feature celebrities including 
Morgan Freeman, Whoopi 


Goldberg, and Ray Romano 
in an effort to raise funds to 
help survivors of this disas- 
ter. Canadian Diana Krall 
participated in the “Higher 
Ground Hurricane Relief 
Benefit Concert for Jazz” at 
Lincoln Center in New York, 
and Canada’s Wonderland 
(owned by Paramount Parks) 
will offer free admission and 
parking to anyone who can 
show proof of residence in 
Alabama, Mississippi, or 
Louisiana. 

Christian media has also 
contributed to the cause. The 
Gospel Music Channel has 
collaborated with Gospel 
Music Association (GMA) to 
nationally televise “Gospel 
Angels: A Concert to Restore 
Hope,” hosted by CeCe 
Winans, with proceeds going 
to World Vision and Feed the 
Children. The GMA has also 
mobilized its Project Restore, 
the gospel music industry’s 
official crisis response vehicle, 
to engage in relief efforts in 
the affected states. 

Nashville artists Rachael 
Lampa, Everlife, and Joanna 
Martino performed their ben- 
efit concert “From Our Family 
to Their Family” last week- 
end. 

In the words of GMA 
President John W. Styll, “as 
citizens of this country and as 
followers of Christ, we must 
help to bring restoration to 
the people whose lives have 
been devastated by Hurricane 
Katrina.” Even local artist 


Jacob Moon will team up 
with Soul Gospel Experience 
on October 2 in “Hope Sings” 
to raise funds and awareness 
for hurricane victims. 

So what do we make of 
this show of star-studded 
support? On the one hand, 
it’s great to see our pop Stars 
give of their earnings and do- 
nate their God-given talents 
to serve others. These are 
very influential people, and 
their show of aid and g00 
will hopefully set a publi¢ 
example for others to follow. 
As Christians, we are indeed 


called to feed the hungry, 


clothe the naked, and com- 
fort the distressed. 

On the other hand, | have 
two concerns about mega 
events such as Katrina aid, 
First, if we focus primarily on 
events such as this, we may 
forget that aid to hurricane 
victims must not be restricted 
to a two-hour television pro- 
gram. Medical professionals 
have predicted disease out 
breaks of epidemic propor- 
tions, just as tsunami victims 
continue to live in life-threat- 
ening, overcrowded, and 
filthy conditions. 

Second, in spite of the nov- 
elty of seeing our stars donat- 
ing their time and energy, we 
must not let our celebrities 
do our giving for us. Sitting 
in front of the television and 
watching Katrina aid con- 
certs constitutes an interest- 
ing evening’s entertainment, 
but this does not negate 


our own call to be servants 
of God, working for healing 
and justice in the world over 
the long term. After the tele- 
vision is turned off and our 
stars have gone home, the call 
to discipleship continues in its 
urgency. 

Please support the ini- 
tiatives of key organiza- 
tions involved in Katrina 
aid, including the Christian 
Reformed World _ Relief 
Committee, World Vision, and 
Mennonite Disaster Service. 
Offer your time to volunteer 
to help hurricane victims who 
may have moved to our com- 
munity. Continue to pray for 
all victims and all aid work- 
ers, remembering that in serv- 
ing the “least of these,” we are 
serving Christ Himself. 


Upcoming Events: 


Steve Bell: Canadian 
Christian troubadour 
Steve Bell will perform at 
St. Andrew’s Presbyterian 


Church, Toronto (Oct. 22nd); 
St. Teresa Church, Kitchener 
(Oct. 23); Arkell Bible Chapel, 
Guelph (Nov. 17); Zurich 
Mennonite Church, Zurich 
(Nov. 18); and Ryerson United 
Church, Ancaster (Nov. 19). 
Martha’s Trouble: Faloney’s 
of Ancaster on October 8. 


Fred Eaglesmith & the Flying 


Squirrels: Hamilton Place on 
October 29. 
Bruce Cockburn: Sanderson 


Centre, Brantford on 
November 25. 
Blue Rodeo: Sanderson 


Centre, Brantford on October 
27, 


ACROSS 


1. A portable container 

5. Fecal matter 

9. A style of popular music 
14. Egg-shaped 

15. A two-toed sloth 

16. Invalidate 

17. Fearless 

18. A young woman 

19. Moonshine machine 

20. Paddle-wheeler 

22. Prefix indicating “Seven” 
23. Love intensely 

24. Not upper 

26. Earl Grey or orange 
pekoe, for example 

29. Celestial paradise 

33. Disclosure of something 
secret 

38. Cut 


_ 39. Streetcar 


40. Majestic 

42. Quiz or exam 

43. A cotton fabric 

45. Preoccupies 

47. A European mint 

48. Consumed 

49. Adult male deer (plural) 


Anything for the eighteenth 
time that summer, it hit me. 
The reason that I didn’t have a 
boyfriend was because no one 
could ever hope to compare to 
Lloyd Dobler. So I called my 
mom. 

“Mom! I figured it out! The 
day you find a man—not a 
guy, a man—who's willing to 
stand in the rain holding a 
boom box over his head play- 
ing Peter Gabriel all in the 
hopes of winning my heart, 
call me, and I'll marry him 
right away. The day you find a 
man who'll hold all the keys at 
a party so no one drives home 
drunk and who still manages 
to look out for me the whole 
time, let me know, and I'll be 
there in two hot seconds. The 
day you find someone who 
doesn’t know what he wants 
to do with his life but knows 
he doesn’t know and knows 
what he doesn’t want, I'll 
drop everything and run to 
his side. And you know how I 
feel about running. If you ever 
find a man who writes a letter 
promising that he will always 
be there for me, tie him to a 


52. Vampire 

57. Expect 

60. Rewrites 

63. Volcanic islands in the 
south Pacific 

64. Not closed 

65. Protective ditch around a 
castle 

66. A pointed projection 
67. Rosy color 

68. Serf 

69. Feel 

70, Consumes food 

71. Wapiti 


DOWN 


1. A hooded snake 

2. Evade 

3. Volley or fusillade 

4, Church deacon 

5. Lacking intellectual acuity 
6. Genus of the pearly-shelled 
mussel 

7. Relating to the nose 

8. Zest 

9. An edible starchy root 

10, Colludes 

11, Prune 


chair until I get home. Until 
that day, let me make my own 
decisions! I like being single! 
Ok?!” 

And then my little brother 
told me that Mom wasn’t in, 
but he’d be sure to tell her the 
instant she got back that I’d 
gone crazy. 

To this day, my mom still 
questions why I don’t have 
a boyfriend yet (“You've al- 
ready wasted a month of 
your last year of school, Amy. 
If you don’t nab someone 
soon, you will die OLD and 
ALONE and your TWENTY 
CATS will FEAST ON YOUR 
FLESH and it'll be WEEKS 
before the neighbours no- 
tice the smell and CALL THE 
AUTHORITIES. How would 
you like THAT?”), but she’s 
dealing with it. At least she’s 
stopped shopping for my 
boyfriend in the case. 

“Now, Amy, I met this love- 
ly man when I was at the den- 
st) i7 

“He was very nice, and he 
had name brand cheese in his 
cart, which means that he’s not 
afraid to go after the best.” 


12. Religious splinter group 
13. Leaf of the talipot palm 
21. Drenches 

25. While 

27. A satellite of Jupiter 

28. Metric unit of area 

30. Competes or strives 

31. Nature of being 

32. Meshes 

33. Engrave 

34. Sees through tissue 

35, Buddies 

36. Deletions 

37. Self-importance 

41. Fabric made of camel hair 
44. A small one-storied house 
46, Snake-like fishes 

50. Feel about blindly 

51. Reddish brown: 

53. Directed 

54. Large northern deer 

55. Fatuous 

56. Anagram of “Stare” 

57. Vipers 

58. Hard____ or soft___ 

59. Chief god (Egyptian my- 
thology) 

61. Opening for escaping air 
62. Anagram of “Sink” 
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